


Children whose parents live abroad or frequently
move location benefit from the security, stability
and continuity provided by boarding schools in
Scotland. Boarding is increasingly popular with
pupils who live locally too - many who start
school as day pupils choose to board on a flexible
basis during busy periods, such as exam time, for
instance. Great importance is attached to the
creation of a friendly, close-knit community in
which young people can settle, make firm
friendships, feel at home and thrive.

Q: Why should I choose Scotland?

A: With a stunning landscape and rich cultural
heritage, Scotland is a popular choice for
pupils from overseas, as well as the UK, who
wish to be educated in an English-speaking
European country with good transport links.

: Are transport links good?
Yes. Airports are located in Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Prestwick, Inverness and
Dundee. There are daily flights in and out of
Scotland to and from all parts of Europe.
London Heathrow, London Gatwick,
Manchester and Amsterdam Schiphol are all
convenient and provide onward connections
to cities all around the world.
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: Is boarding the right option for my child?
Boarding pupils enjoy being part of a close-
knit, secure and supportive community
where, at the same time, they can develop
their independence. They have the
opportunity to take advantage of a varied
programme of activities and pursuits in the
company of their friends. Schools will be
pleased to answer your questions and to
arrange a visit for your family or an overnight
stay for your son or daughter, so that they
can 'try out' the boarding life.
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Q: Who will care for my child?

A: The emphasis in any boarding house is
on building a close-knit and supportive
community in which every child feels secure.
House Parents and Matrons play a key
pastoral role. They ensure that care is
provided round the clock and throughout the
week. Older pupils fulfil the role of a big
brother or sister and can help to support
younger pupils who may be new to
boarding. There are plenty of opportunities
for each pupil to participate in clubs, activities
and outings. Homework will usually be done
in the boarding house, under supervision, to
ensure that help is on, if required.

Q: How can I be involved
in my child’s school life?

A: There are plenty of opportunities for parents
to support their children, as spectators on the
sports field or in the audience at concerts and
dramatic productions, for example. Boarding
staff are sensitive to the importance of
communication between a pupil and his or
her family. Although many children have their
own mobile phones, every boarding house
also has a telephone located in an area where
children can talk in private. All boarding
houses have email facilities enabling pupils to
keep in touch with their family and friends.
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: Are the qualifications offered

internationally recognised?

Yes. Boarding schools in Scotland offer
internationally recognised qualifications -
most follow the Scottish or English public
examination system and a number offer the
International Baccalaureate. Exam results are
consistently good, year after year.

What are the boarding facilities like?
Boarding houses are modern, homely and
welcoming. Typically, each house has
common rooms where pupils can relax as
well as kitchen facilities and a laundry room,
providing some independent living. It is
recognised that younger children (usually
aged 8+) benefit from the camaraderie of
sharing a room while older pupils (usually
mid-teens+) are given greater privacy in twin
or single study bedrooms to meet their more
demanding study needs. Pupils are free to
personalise their rooms with posters, photos
and mementos just as they would at home.

: How flexible are the arrangements

for boarders?

To accommodate different family
circumstances, boarding is offered on a
full, weekly or flexible basis.

Q: What checks are there to make sure that

standards are met and maintained in
boarding schools?

. In Scotland, all schools are visited regularly by

the national schools' inspection body, Her
Majesty's Inspectorate of Education. Schools
with boarding facilities are also inspected by
the Care Commission. Inspection reports are
published for each school and can be
obtained from www.hmie.gov.uk and
WWW.carecommission.com

: Where can | find out more about what

boarding could offer my child?

. Help in narrowing down your choice of

school is available from Scottish Council of
Independent Schools (SCIS). For information,
advice and guidance call 0131 220 2106 or
email sarah@scis.org.uk. Alternatively, a
profile of each school offering boarding

and residential care can be found at
www.scis.org.uk. SCIS recommends you
arrange to visit around three schools.

You are assured of a warm welcome.





