SCIS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Stability, good value and positive outlook

Stability, good value and positive outlook are the key messages from the 2009-2010 census of
Scotland’s 70 independent schools, produced by the Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS)
at the start of the current school year.

Pupil numbers remain stable, despite the current economic climate and a falling pupil population
nationally.

At nursery and secondary stages pupil numbers have increased while boarding has held its position.
The reduction in primary pupils is negligible, given the falling pupil population at primary nationally.
Overall, the independent school sector in Scotland is in good health, with a total number of pupils of
31,713 in September 2009.

With prudent planning schools have kept fee increases as low as possible, to ease the burden on
parents. Average increases are 3.8% in day schools and 3.4% in boarding schools.

“The sector has exceeded our expectations”, said Judith Sischy, Director of SCIS. “Parents will be
encouraged to see only a fractional drop in pupil numbers and relieved that fee increases are the
lowest for some time. We do not underestimate the pressures on schools or the costs that
parents have to meet, but schools are using their resources wisely, maintaining high standards and
offering support to parents wherever possible.”

Table 1 - All schools

All pupils Nursery pupils Primary Secondary Boarding
including pupils pupils pupils
nursery
2009/10 31,713 1,871 11,306 18,536 3,524
% change -0.4 +5.2 -2.5 +0.4 0.0
2008/09 31,840 1,779 11,601 18,460 3,523
% change -0.7 +1.4 -0.8 -0.8 -2.0
2007/08 32,065 1,755 11,695 18,615 3,596

For further information please contact Judith Sischy or Sarah Randell on 0131 220 2106

Notes to Editors
e  Pupil numbers in local authority primary schools have fallen by 15% in the last ten years
compared with just 0.7% in independent primary schools over the same period. Source:
Scottish Government Independent School Census and Pupils in Scotland publications.
e Demographic projections indicate pupil numbers in primary schools in Scotland will continue
falling until 2018. Source: Children Educated Outwith School and Pupil Projections, 2008,
Scottish Government.
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Indicative Average Fees 2009/10
Day Schools Termly fee % change Annual fee
Nursery fees £1,864 +4.0 £5,592
Primary fees £2,447 +3.9 £7,341
Secondary fees £3,066 +3.8 £9,198
Boarding Schools Termly fee % change Annual fee
Junior day fee £3,409 +2.8 £10,227
Junior boarding fee £5,726 +3.8 £17,178
Senior day fee £4,976 +3.8 £14,928
Senior boarding fee £7,692 +3.1 £23,076



Chart showing primary! and secondary pupil numbers in SCIS schools 1999-2009
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1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
mmm SCIS primary pupils  [13119(13288(13488(13782(13349|13308|13210(13238|13450|13380(13177

SCIS secondary pupils [17864/17869|17847(17701/18024|17930(18046(18178|18615|18460|18536
=== SCIS total pupils 30983|31157|31335(31483|31373|31238|31256(31416|32065|31840|31713

Chart showing day? and boarding pupil numbers in SCIS schools 1999-2009
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1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
B SCIS - no. of boarders | 3806 | 3771 | 3710 | 3603 | 3552 | 3429 | 3312 | 3434 | 3596 | 3523 | 3524
B SCIS - no. of day pupils |27177|27386(27610|27880(27821|27765 |27944|27982|28469|28317|28189
1 SCIS - total pupils 30983(31157|31320|31483|31373|31194(31256(31416(32065|31840(31713

1 . . . . .
In this chart, primary pupil numbers include nursery pupils.
% In this chart, day pupil numbers include nursery pupils.




