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1.1  SCIS Pupil Numbers 2008/09

In 2008, the number of pupils in Local Authority schools fell by 1.5% on the previous year, compared
with 0.7% in SCIS schools. The proportion of pupils educated in SCIS schools has risen fractionally to
4.3%, in spite of a decrease in the overall school-aged population. Further analysis of numbers over
the past 10 years can be found on the SCIS website: http://www.scis.org.uk/facts-and-
statistics/pupil-numbers

Table 1 ¢ SCIS pupil numbers
All - All pupils Nursery Primary Secondary Day pupils  Boarding

pupils excluding pupils pupils pupils  excluding pupils
including nursery nursery
nursery
2008/09 31,840 30,061 1,779 11,601 18,460 26,538 3,523
% change -0.7 -0.8 1.4 -0.8 -0.8 -0.7 -2.0
2007/08 32,065 30,310 1,755 11,695 18,615 26,714 3,596
% change 2.0 2.3 -1.6 2.1 2.4 2.0 4.7
2006/07 31,416 29,632 1,784 11,454 18,178 26,198 3,434

Source: SCIS census returns.

Chart 1 ¢ SCIS pupil numbers and pupils in publicly funded schools ¢ 1988-2008
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1.2  Pupils by Local Authority area

At September 2008, the total pupil population in Scotland was 713,413. The distribution of
independent schools across the country is uneven: there are SCIS schools in 21 of the 32 Local
Authorities. However, in some Local Authorities, pupils in SCIS schools account for a large
proportion of pupils. Pupils attending SCIS schools may not all be resident in the Local Authority
where the school is situated.


http://www.scis.org.uk/facts-and-statistics/pupil-numbers
http://www.scis.org.uk/facts-and-statistics/pupil-numbers

Table 2 ¢ SCIS pupils by Local Authority area 2008/09

Local Authority 2008 All SCIS All pupils in Pupils in Pupils in
area where school | pupils by Local | SCIS schools as mainstream mainstream
islocated | Authority area | % of all pupils | SCIS secondary | SCIS secondary
in Scotland by schools by | schoolsasa %
Local | Local Authority of all
Authority area area mainstream
secondary
pupils in
Scotland by
Local Authority
area
City of Aberdeen 3,478 13.7 1,769 15.7
Angus 231 15 60 0.9
Argyll and Bute 583 4.7 377 6.3
Clackmannanshire 1,233 15.4 847 22.8
Dundee City 1,049 5.6 676 7.9
East Ayrshire 64 0.4 - -
East Lothian 770 5.5 328 5.4
East Renfrewshire 352 2.1 199 2.5
City of Edinburgh 10,833 19.6 6,093 24.1
Fife 547 11 304 14
City of Glasgow 6,416 8.9 3,693 11.9
Inverclyde 819 7.1 392 7.3
Moray 607 4.6 529 8.4
North Lanarkshire 21 0.0 - -
Perth and Kinross 2,267 11.3 1,495 16.1
Renfrewshire 106 0.4 - -
Scottish Borders 173 1.1 16 0.2
South Ayrshire 572 3.7 291 4.1
South Lanarkshire 969 2.2 548 2.7
Stirling 664 5.0 404 6.3
West Lothian 86 0.3 - -
Total/Average 31,840 4.5 18,021 5.6
Source: SCIS census returns
1.3  SCIS pupils by stage
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1.4

International pupils in SCIS schools

In September 2008 there was a total of 1,508 international pupils in SCIS schools. Of these, 51%
were day pupils and 49% were boarders. Table 3 and Chart 3 show trends in international pupil

numbers since 2004.

Table 3: International pupils in SCIS schools 2004-08

2008/09 % 2007/8 % 2006/7 % 2005/6 % 2004/5
Boarding 732 48.4 574 54.3 656 60.1 607 62.5 535
Day 776 51.6 482 45.6 435 39.8 364 374 424
Total 1,508 1,056 1,091 971 959

Chart 3: Number of international pupils in SCIS schools by mode of attendance 2004-08
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In September 2008 there were 732 international boarding pupils in SCIS schools. 80% were from the

10 countries shown in Chart 4 while the remaining 20% were from 44 countries worldwide.

Chart 4: Top ten countries from which international boarding pupils attend SCIS schools
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2. SCIS Fees

The tables below show the average termly and annual fee levels in SCIS schools in 2008/09. Average
increases for session 2008-09 were 5.4% for day tuition and 5% for boarding. Fees for session
2009/10 are still to be finalised.

Table 4a
| Day Schools Termly fee % change Annual fee
| Nursery fees £ 1,694 5.4 £5,082 |
| Primary fees £2,352 6.0 £7,056
| Secondary fees £2,934 4.8 £8,802
Table 4b
Boarding Schools - Termly fee % change Annual fee
Junior/prep
Day fee £ 3,529 4.8 £ 10,587
Boarding fee £ 5,641 6.0 £ 16,923
Table 4c
Boarding Schools - Termly fee % change Annual fee
senior
Day fee £5,042 4.7 £ 15,126
Boarding fee £7,766 4.0 £ 23,298

Please note that the figures quoted are averages and reflect a range of fees at independent schools

throughout Scotland. The average fee levels quoted for 2008 are not directly comparable with

previous years because a new method of fee calculation has been adopted in order to present a

more accurate summary. Fees vary considerably between different types of school: day and
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such as lunches and books, while others charge an all-inclusive fee.

Chart 5 - Annual SCIS fee levels 1998-2008 Source: SCIS census returns
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A comparison of Local Authority education expenditure and independent school fees over the past
ten years illustrates that spending in the Local Authority sector has been increasing at a slightly
faster rate than independent school fees, and that costs, particularly in Primary, appear to be
converging.

Chart 6 ¢ SCIS fees and Local Authority education expenditure per capita 1998-2008
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Sources: Scottish Executive 'Expenditure on School Education in Scotland' publications, SCIS census returns and
Scottish Parliamentary Written Answer SABA40 (used to calculate per capita amounts for 1998 and 1999).

3. School size

Chart 7 ¢Percentage of mainstream SCIS schools falling into each school roll category
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Source: SCIS census returns.  Size of school - number of pupils



4, Teachers and Support Staff

According to SCIS census returns, in September 2008 the total number of teachers in SCIS schools
was 3,699. This equates to approximately 3,306 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) teachers".

2008 was the first year in which SCIS collected information on teacher numbers directly from
member schools. Some data are missing but the true figure is likely to lie no more than 1-2% higher
than that quoted.

Teachers in independent schools account for around 6% of the teaching workforce in Scotland, and
as an employer of teachers, the independent sector is equivalent to the fourth largest Local
Authority’, employing more teachers than Edinburgh City Council.

Table 5
Teaching Staff Full Time Part Time Total
Male Female Male Female | Headcount FTE
Mainstream schools 1,068 1,712 141 595 3,516 3,148.0
Special schools 42 92 13 36 183 158.5
Total 1,110 1,804 154 631 3,699 | 3,306.50
Source: SCIS census returns
Chart 8a Chart 8b
Teaching staff in mainstream schools Teaching staff in special schools

H Male

H Female

Independent schools also employ a large number of non-teaching staff such as bursars and
managers; administrative staff and classroom assistants; boarding and care staff; and specialist
support staff. Taken in the round, the sector employs over 7,000 people in Scotland.

H Male

B Female

Table 6
Non-Teaching Staff Full Time Part Time Total
Male Female Male Female | Headcount FTE
Mainstream schools 460 886 232 869 2,447 1,436.5
Special schools 320 605 33 129 1,087 1,006.0
Total 780 1491 265 998 3,534 2,442.5

Source: SCIS census returns

! For the purposes of estimating FTE, part time teachers are counted as 0.5.
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5.

Financial Assistance

The following summary has been complied on the basis of information which member schools
provided to SCIS as part of the 2008 SCIS census. Bursaries are awarded on financial need, while
scholarships are awarded on academic, musical or sporting ability.

e The total amount awarded in bursaries and fee reductions for session 2008/09 was just

over £17.3 million.

e 13% of all SCIS pupils were in receipt of some kind of financial assistance.

Table 7 ¢ Funds awarded 2008/09

£ Total bursaries/scholarships

£ Total fee reductions

11,464,630

5,871,763

Grand Total

17,336,393

Table 8 ¢ Number of pupils benefi

tting 2008/09

Number of pupils receiving Number of pupils receiving fee | Number of pupils with funding
bursaries reductions, e.g. sibling from other sources, where
discounts known

Nursery | Primary | Senior Nursery | Primary | Senior Nursery | Primary | Senior

0 247 1743 108 1,115 825 71 2 114
Total receiving Total receiving fee reductions: | Total receiving funds from
Bursaries: other sources:

1,990 1,940 187

Grand Total: 4,117
Chart 9 Support for SCIS pupils by type of support
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The total number of pupils in SCIS schools receiving some form of financial assistance is therefore
13% of all SCIS pupils, of which there were 31,840 in September 2008.




6. Leaver Destinations
In September 2008 there were 3,187 school leavers who had attended independent schools":

e 90% of independent school leavers entered positive destinations"

e 85% of independent school leavers entered full time further or higher education

e 3% of independent school leavers were in employment or training

e 2% of independent school leavers were doing voluntary work or were on gap years

Chart 10: Percentage of school leavers from independent and local authority secondary schools in
Scotland by destination category, 2007/08.
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Chart 11, below, illustrates the trends in school leaver destinations of pupils from independent
schools in Scotland over the past six years. The proportion attending university has remained
consistently high (around the 80% mark) over that period. Because of the way the data are
collected, the destination category is unknown for a large proportion of pupils (10% in 2007/08).
The proportion which attends university may therefore be higher.

Chart 11: Destinations of school leavers from independent secondary schools in Scotland 2002-
2008
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' Mean fee levelsfor 2008 have been calculated by taking into account P1 and P7 (for primary) and
S1 and S6 (for secondary) fees. Fee increaseshave been calculated using the 2007 methodology
which took only P1 and S6 fees into account. This is because attempts to compare 2008 reported
averages with 2007 reported averages would give the impression of disproportionate increases. For
fee increases, the 5% trimmed mean is reported to eliminate outliers.
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education, employment, voluntary work or training.
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