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Independent
schools hold
steady in time
of downturn
Pupil numbers are buoyant right across Scotland’s
fee-paying schools after a summer in which exam
results hit a five-year high, writes Julia Horton

THE past few years have bee� a
turbule�t time for Scottish i�de-
pe�de�t schools both politically
a�d eco�omically. But while

times are eve� tougher as the latest
academic year gets u�derway, the sector
retai�s co�fide�ce that it will ride out
the storm.
Its positive attitude is bor�e out by

the latest exam results, which have
produced the best figures i� five years,
a�d a� o�goi�g steady dema�d for plac-
es. But there is �o escapi�g the reality
that fu�di�g is i�creasi�gly hard to fi�d,
both for pare�ts a�d the schools them-
selves, as the co�ti�ui�g global eco-
�omic crisis persists i� pili�g pressure
o� all orga�isatio�s a�d i�dividuals.
Mea�while, �ext mo�th is the dead-

li�e whe� four more i�depe�de�t
schools i� Scotla�d must satisfy the
charities regulator that they meet the
public be�efit requireme�ts of the �ow
�otorious “charity test”.
I� 2009 the Office of the Scottish

Charity Regulator (OSCR) gave the
four schools – Hutcheso�s’ Grammar,
Lomo�d, Merchisto� Castle a�d St
Leo�ards – two years to impleme�t
their pla�s tomeet the criteria.
The OSCR still categorises i�depe�d-

e�t schools as “high-risk” charities,
raisi�g the prospect that they may fail
– losi�g a vital source of fu�di�g a�d
support.
The Scottish Cou�cil for I�depe�d-

e�t Schools (SCIS), which represe�ts
more tha� 70 private schools �atio�-
wide, believes that all four schools will
joi� the seve� which have already bee�
reviewed a�d which have passed the
co�troversial test.
The cou�cil’s view is based o� the

cha�ges which the schools have i�tro-
duced, i�cludi�g i�creasi�g fi�a�cial
assista�ce so that more pupils ca�
be�efit, a�d by greater amou�ts.
Joh� Edward, SCIS director, said: “I�

terms of the charities legislatio�, the
schools have to demo�strate that they
exist for a charitable purpose, �amely

the adva�ceme�t of educatio�, a�d that
they provide be�efit.
“OSCR has to determi�e whether

the fees charged co�stitute a� u�duly
restrictive co�ditio� – the schools aim
to keep their fees as low as possible,
while mai�tai�i�g sta�dards, a�d are
as ge�erous as their fu�ds will allow i�
exte�di�g fi�a�cial assista�ce to those
who ca��ot afford the full fee.
“The schools appreciate their respo�-

sibilities as charities a�d should be well
prepared tomeet the charity test.”
Ma�y i�depe�de�t schools are built

o� charitable fou�datio�s a�d make a
sig�ifica�t co�tributio� to the educa-
tio�, eco�omy a�d social fabric of Scot-
la�d. This August, exam results showed
that i�depe�de�t schools are co�ti�u-
i�g to improve, with a five-year record
high. It is such successes which persuade

pare�ts that the be�efits still outweigh
the costs. At some schools, admissio�s
work a�d e�tra�ce testi�g co�ti�ued
over the summer with a flurry of late
applica�ts for this academic year.
I� Edi�burgh, where o�e i� four

pupils are educated at i�depe�de�t
schools, dema�d for places is still so
high that several are full a�d have wait-
i�g lists for the key e�try stages.
Overall, the �umber of pupils goi�g

to i�depe�de�t schools i� Scotla�d has
remai�ed stable over the past few years
despite the eco�omic dow�tur�, sug-
gesti�g agai� that the SCIS’s co�fide�ce
may be well placed.
Early sig�s from the a��ual SCIS sta-

tistics o� stude�t �umbers, collected
every September, suggest that the pic-

ture looks much the same as last year,
whe� there were 31,540 pupils atte�d-
i�g SCIS member schools. That is a small
decli�e o� 2009, whe� total stude�t
�umbers at SCIS schools were 31,713, a�d
o� 2008 whe� the total stood at 31,840.
The statistics are all the more impres-

sive whe� set agai�st a decrease i� Scot-
la�d’s total pupil populatio�, which is
due to the falli�g birth rate.
That said, there are u�dersta�dable

co�cer�s that the private sector ca��ot

buck the tre�d forever. A�d i�vestme�t
i� ma�y i�depe�de�t schools is pretty
much o� hold at the mome�t. As o�e
educatio� i�sider said: “Whe�ever there
has bee� a recessio� i� the past, stude�t
�umbers at i�depe�de�t schools have
remai�ed the same, but it would be a
big surprise if there was�’t a bit of a dip
this year. I�vestme�t is�’t about growth
�ow, it’s about keepi�g it together.”
Some schools have remai�ed buoy-

a�t, however, for example the Cedars

Christia� School i� Gree�ock which is
reportedly the first i� the world where
all lesso�s are �ow taught usi�g iPads.
A�d the SCIS has a positive message

for pare�ts a�d pupils. Sarah Ra�dell,
SCIS deputy director, said: “Overall, at
the start of a �ew school year, the i�de-
pe�de�t school sector i� Scotla�d is i�
good heart, boosted by the best exam
performa�ce i� five years, a�d e�cour-
aged by the commitme�t of pare�ts to
their childre�’s educatio�.”

“Schoolsappreciatetheir
charitableresponsibilities
andshouldbewellableto
meetthecharitytest”
SCIS director John Edward

Open days a window on the world of a school at work, rest, and play
JOAN MCFADDEN

OPEn days are a� excelle�t way
of getti�g a feel for a particular
school, its facilities, pupils a�d
staff, but they are also a slightly
u�real prese�tatio� of life i� the
school a�d ca� get very busy.
Most i�depe�de�t schools

have ope� days i� September

a�d October which te�d to be
specially orga�ised to showcase
differe�t departme�ts a�d rel-
eva�t projects, but usi�g them as
a ge�eral i�formatio�-gatheri�g
exercise is the best approach.
Some schools offer perso�al-

ised taster days a�d you ca� al-
ways make a� appoi�tme�t for
a more detailed visit whe� staff

will have time to give u�divided
atte�tio�. But ope� days ca� be
a very useful tool i� decidi�g
which school to choose. Some
adva�ce pla��i�g will help, as
will taki�g your child alo�g a�d
fi�di�g out their reactio� to the
school.
Start with the website a�d

either dow�load or request a

prospectus so you have some
idea of what you wa�t to ask or
focus o�, i�cludi�g your chil-
dre�’s questio�s a�d co�cer�s.
Make this first visit a fairly

leisurely o�e so you get a full
impressio� of everythi�g goi�g
o�, especially if there are guided
tours. Older pupils will ofte� be
i�volved as guides or i� provid-

i�g hospitality, a�d they may
offer a clearer picture of the real-
ity of life at the school a�d their
experie�ce of it. Pare�ts who are
part of the PTA or similar school
orga�isatio� are ofte� available
a�d happy to a�swer questio�s.
If this is your first experie�ce

of choosi�g a school, it ca� be a
fairly �erve-racki�g experie�ce,

but it makes se�se to e�sure
you’re completely comfort-
able with the e�viro�me�t a�d
whether hours a�d activities
dovetail with your domestic
arra�geme�ts.
Draw up a rough idea of what

you’re looki�g for a�d ask all the
questio�s you wa�t before mak-
i�g such a� importa�t decisio�.
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OPEN DAYS

Edinburgh’s Independent Schools
There is a school for your child. Come and decide for yourself.

Clifton Hall School
Nursery, Junior & Senior
Friday 14 October
1.00pm –3.00pm
0131 333 1359

The Edinburgh Academy
Junior School
Saturday 8 October
10.00am – 12.30pm
0131 552 3690

Senior School
Saturday 8 October
11.00am – 2.00pm
0131 556 4603

Fettes College
Prep & Senior
Sunday 2 October
1.30pm – 4.00pm
0131 311 6744

George Heriot’s School
Junior & Senior
Saturday 1 October
9.45am – 1.00pm
0131 221 6709

George Watson’s College
Junior & Senior
Saturday 8 October
9.30am – 12.30pm
0131 446 6007

Loretto School
Junior School
Saturday 1 October
10.30am – 12.30pm
0131 653 4570

Senior School
Saturday 8 October
9.45am – 1.30pm
0131 653 4455

The Mary Erskine School
Saturday 24 September
10.00am – 1.00pm
0131 347 5700

The Mary Erskine and
Stewart’s Melville
Junior School
Saturday 24 September
10.00am – 1.00pm
0131 311 1111

Merchiston Castle School
Junior & Senior
Saturday 17 September
10.00am – 1.00pm
0131 312 2200

St George’s
School for Girls
Junior & Senior
Saturday 29 October
10.00am – 12noon
0131 311 8000

Junior & Senior
Wednesday 9 November
9.30am – 12noon
0131 311 8000

St Mary’s Music School
Saturday 8 October
2.30pm – 5.00pm
0131 538 7766

Stewart’s Melville College
Saturday 24 September
10.00am – 1.00pm
0131 311 1000

� Boys only

� Girls only

�

�

�

�
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Admissions work
and entrance
testing continued
in the summer
with a flurry of
late applicants

A little bit of planning helps
prevent bills from piling up
JULIA HORTON

“THE financial climate is an
enormous challenge for families,
teachers and schools – but one
that, to date, our sector has met
with confidence, pragmatism
and innovation.”

Those were the words of John
Edward, director of the Scottish
Council of Independent Schools
(SCIS), spoken just before May’s
Holyrood election.

Almost five months on, and
the economy remains in bad
shape, making it increasingly
difficult for parents in Scotland
to afford to send their children
to private school.

Independent schools north of
the border are well aware of the
issues and say they are all doing
what they can to help. Fees have
still risen however, to meet the
growing cost of salaries and
school utility bills, with average
increases in 2010 of 4 per cent
for day schools and 3 per cent
for boarding schools, roughly in
line with the previous year.

The total amount of financial
assistance which schools give to
pupils’ families has been sub-
stantially increased recently in
mitigation, up from £24 million
in 2009 to £32m last year.

With the situation worsening,
parents arguably needmorehelp
than ever. Independent financial
advisors can draw up a plan for
parents designed to generate
sufficient funds to meet the cost
of school fees over the period of
a child’s schooling, taking into
account current and future
commitments and expenditure.

However, though there are
numerous ways of reducing the
cost, few parents take the time
to plan how to pay for their
children’s education.

Specialist independent finan-
cial advisory firm, Independent
School Fees Advice, warns: “The
vast majority of parents pay
their school fees out of income
without any significant school
fee planning.

“Regardless of your financial
situation, there are always good
reasons why you should plan

school fees. Whether the fees are
readily affordable or not, this is
unlikely to be the most efficient
way to pay school fees. Whatever
your circumstances are, school
fees planning will reduce the
cost of private education.”

Independent schools all
now offer a range of options to
parents to reduce the burden
on many families who sacrifice
other spending to pay for their
children’s educational costs.

Most private schools offer
parents the option of spreading
the cost of school fees over the
year by setting up a direct debit
or standing order.

Family discounts are avail-
able at the vast majority of inde-
pendents, making it cheaper for
parents who send two or more
of their children to a private
school.

Means-tested financial sup-
port is increasingly provided at
most independent schools and
has become more common at
junior levels now as well as for
senior pupils.

Parents on lower incomes are
actively encouraged to apply for
assistance so that children from
families which may not have
considered independent educa-
tion before can benefit from the
opportunities which it provides.

With contributions to fees for
eligible families ranging from 20
per cent of the annual fees to 100

per cent – a free place in other
words – such financial assistance
is well worth applying for.

Most schools ask parents to
complete a questionnaire giv-
ing details of family income and
assets in order to assess those in
greatest need.

The SCIS advises parents to
explain the talents that their
children have to offer as well as
what they think their children
will gain from being pupils
at the school. Deadlines for
applications are usually from
late November to early January
and most schools consider
applications in February or
March, typically informing
parents of their decision in
March for places at the start of
the next school year.

Schools normally commit to
supporting the whole of a child’s
education if an award is made.

Meanwhile families often re-
ceive help from other relatives,
with grandparents frequently
providing financial support.

SCIS, an independent edu-
cational charity representing
more than 70 private schools in
Scotland, produces a directory of
schools including a table show-
ing which schools offer means-
tested assistance and which age
groups of children are eligible.

For a free copy of the directory,
e-mail sarah@scis.org.uk or visit
www.scis.org.uk

Schools can
offer financial
assistance to
familes
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Figures are big, but it’s easy
to see how it all adds up

Independent schools are upfront about
fees – all parents need to do is check what’s
included in the price, writesMartin Hannan

Picture caption to
go in here please
this is a stick to
go in here please
this is a stick
Picture: Name

AgreAt ��al of f�ss has b��n
ma�� ov�� �h� iss�� of f��s in
hi�h�� ���ca�ion of la��, an�
on� of �h� �alkin� poin�s has

b��n a p��c�iv�� lack of ��anspa��ncy
ov�� �h� ac��al cos�s.
tha� is no� �h� cas� wi�h Sco�lan�’s

in��p�n��n� schools. In wha� mi�h�
s��m a ��ma�kabl� �x��cis� in ��anspa�-
�ncy, �iv�n �ha� in��p�n��n� schools
comp��� wi�h �ach o�h�� �o a���ac�
p�pils, �v��y m�mb�� school in �h�
Sco��ish Co�ncil of In��p�n��n�
Schools (SCIS) s�a��s i�s f��s op�nly on
�h� SCIS w�bsi��.
In �h� c����n� school y�a�, �h��� a��

mo�� �han 31,000 p�pils a��� f�om
�h��� �o 18 in �h� 70-pl�s in��p�n��n�
schools which a��m�mb��s of SCIS.
A �oo�m�as��� of �h� f��s which �h�

schools cha��� is �h� “in�ica�iv� av��a��
f�� l�v�l” which is moni�o��� ����la�ly
by SCIS, an� which has b��n �p�a��� ��-
c�n�ly �o �ak� acco�n� of inc��as�� f��s
fo� 2011-2012 – inc��as�s which w���
mos�ly b�low �h� �a�� of infla�ion.
this school y�a�, �h� av��a�� f�� p��

���m fo� a p�pil a� a SCIS n��s��y is
£2,009, whil� �h� av��a�� f�� p�� ���m
fo� a j�nio� p�pil a� �ay school is £2,676.
Fo� s�nio� p�pils a� �ay school, �h�
av��a�� f�� p�� ���m is £3,318. Fo� boa��-
��s, �h� av��a�� f�� p�� ���m fo� a j�nio�

is £6,231 an� £8,693 fo� a s�nio� boa����,
o� £26,079 p�� y�a�.
John e�wa��, �i��c�o� of SCIS, says:

“In��p�n��n�, f��-payin� schools in
Sco�lan� wo�k �o k��p f��s as low as
possibl� so �ha� �h� ���ca�ion �h�y
p�ovi�� is acc�ssibl� �o many. As mos�
in��p�n��n� schools a�� cha�i�abl�
fo�n�a�ions, f��s a�� s�� a� a l�v�l �o
cov�� ��nnin� cos�s an� ��n��a�� a
small s��pl�s, which is ��inv�s��� in�o
facili�i�s an� ��so��c�s.
“Sco�lan�’s in��p�n��n� schools a��

s�nsi�iv� �o �h� p��ss���s �ha� pa�-
�n�s fac�, pa��ic�la�ly in �h� c����n�
�conomic clima��, an� �h�y hav�
k�p� f�� inc��as�s as low as possibl�
�o �as� �h� b����n on pa��n�s.”
th� p�ic� �an�� is consi���abl�

ac�oss Sco�lan�, which mak�s i�
wo��h ch�ckin� o�� �h� many
op�ions availabl� a� in��p�n�-
�n� schools. Fo� j�s� as no �wo

schools hav� �h� sam� �nifo�m, so no
�wo schools a�� alik� in wha� �h�y off��
a p�pil.
I� mos�ly follows �ha� �h� mo�� ���-

ca�ional facili�i�s an� b����� ��i�ion
off���� by a school, �h� hi�h�� �o�s
�h� p�ic�, b�� �h��� a�� c���ainly som�
schools wh��� f��s a�� no� as �xp�nsiv�
as mi�h� b� �xp�c���.
Pa��n�s an� po��n�ial p�pils

a�� p�obably lookin� fo� hi�h scholas�ic
achi�v�m�n�, b�� �h�y may wan� a b��-
��� all-�o�n� �xp��i�nc� wi�h spo�� an�
c�l���� as impo��an� as �xam ��s�l�s
– i� v��y m�ch is a cas� of payin� yo��
mon�y an� �akin� yo�� choic�.
I� is also v��y impo��an� �ha� pa��n�s

ch�ck o�� �xac�ly wha� is incl���� in
�h� f�� �h�y will b� cha����,

fo� �h��� a�� va�ia�ions b�-
�w��n schools.

e�wa�� �xplains: “F��s
�o va�y consi���ably b�-
�w��n �iff���n� �yp�s of
mains���am in��p�n�-
�n� school, ��p�n��n�
on wh��h�� �h�y a��
�ay, boa��in�, j�nio�

o� s�nio�. Som�
schools mak�
an a��i�ional
cha��� fo�
‘�x��as’ s�ch

as l�nch�s, books an� c���ic�la� ��la���
��av�l whil� o�h��s cha��� an all-incl�-
siv� f��.”
th� kin� of �hin� which pa��n�s

sho�l� ask abo�� an�which �h�y sho�l�
p��s�m� a�� NOt incl���� in �h� f��s
– �nl�ss �h� school sp�cifically says so

– incl��� �h� followin�: a�� ma���ials,
p��sonal acci��n� ins��anc�, c���ic�-
la� ��av�l an� spo��-��la��� ��av�l; ��x�
books, jo����s an� class�oom s�a�ion��y;
�xam �n��y f��s; la�n��y fo� Boa����s;
l�nch�s, on�-�o-on� l�a�nin� s�ppo��,
an� o���oo� ac�ivi�i�s.

NOEXTRACOST
HERE is a quick guide
to what some of
Scotland’s leading
independent schools
include in their fees:

Dollar Academy:
Exam entry fees, text
books, jotters, art
materials, personal
accident insurance,
learning support,
laundry for boarders

George Watson’s
College: exam entry
fees and personal
accident insurance

Stewart’s Melville

College: exam entry
fees and personal
accident insurance

Glenalmond College:
lunches, text books,
personal accident
insurance, laundry for
boarders

Gordonstoun: lunches,
text books, jotters, art
materials, curriculum-
related outdoor
activities, laundry for
boarders

High School of
Dundee: exam entry
fees, text books and

jotters (junior only),
art materials, personal
accident insurance,
learning support

Morrison’s Academy:
exam entry fees, text
books, jotters, art
materials, personal
accident insurance,
learning support,
curricular-related and
representational sport
travel

St Leonards: lunches,
personal accident
insurance, textbooks
and jotters (junior
only)

“Independentschools
havekeptfeeincreasesas
lowaspossibletoease
theburdenonparents”
John Edward, director of SCIS

Dish up a way to raise funds and learn business skills simultaneously
JOAN MCFADDEN

FuNdrAISINg a� in��p�n��n�
school is a fac� of lif�, b�� �h�
q�ali�y of i� va�i�s �no�mo�sly.
Fi��wo�k �isplays, Ch�is�mas
f���s, c�ili�hs, �ac� ni�h�s an�
conc���s all h�lp p�ll in �h� cash,
�i�h�� �o p�ovi�� m�ch-n�����
school�q�ipm�n�, f�n�spo��in�
�v�n�s, ��ips ab�oa� o� h�lp local
cha�i�i�s. Pa��n�s �iv� �h�i� �im�,

mon�y an� �v��y�hin� �h�y can
fin� in �h�i� a��ics, whil� a� on�
school �v��y y�a� a f��sh ba�ch
of six�h-y�a� p�pils �ackl� �h�
�no�mo�s chall�n�� of comin�
�p wi�h som��hin� n�w an�
�xci�in� �o s�pa�a�� f�i�n�s an�
��la�iv�s f�om �h�i� mon�y.
th� chall�n�� fo� p�pils

comin� in�o �h�i� final y�a� a�
�h� e�inb���h S��in�� School
is �o main�ain an� hon� an al-
��a�y s�cc�ssf�l p�oj�c� which

has b��n ��nnin� fo� �h� las� 15
y�a�s an� f�n�s a c�l���al ��ip
ab�oa� wi�h �h�i� ��ach��. th�y
�o �his by p��pa�in� �h� l�nch�s
fo� �h� ��s� of �h� s����n� bo�y
wi�h s�ppo�� f�om �h�i� pa�-
�n�s an� fo�m ��ach��. I� s�a����
small – s����s��� by �wo p�pils
– wi�h p�pils makin� an� s�ll-
in� �oas�i�s. th� can���n now
s��v�s �p �o 60 l�nch�s �o s�aff
an� p�pils on a b�sy �ay. this is
a b�sin�ss an� �ha�’s �xac�ly how

i� is ��n, wi�h p�pils ��c�ivin�
in-��p�h ��ainin� a� �h� s�a�� of
�h� y�a� �o cov�� foo� p��pa�a-
�ion an� han�lin�, hy�i�n�, s�o�-
a�� an� h�al�h an� saf��y. th�y
l�a�n abo�� foo� p�ov�nanc� as
w�ll as ��amwo�k, ma�k��in�,
b�����in� an� o��anisa�ional
skills, so��cin� q�ali�y local an�
o��anic in����i�n�s. P�pils hav�
�o o��anis� �h�i� own sys��m
�o �ns��� �ha� �h� can���n ��ns
s�cc�ssf�lly, which incl���s a

s�affin� �o�a, m�n� plannin�,
so��cin� an� o����in� foo�,
b�����in�, p��pa�a�ion, s��v-
in� an� p�omo�in� �h� m�als,
as w�ll as plannin� fo� any ill-
n�ss�s o� abs�nc�s f�om school.
th�y also hav� �o s��v�, cl�a� an�
wash �p, an� b� ��a�y on �im�
fo� �h�i� n�x� class. this is a f�n-
��aisin� �x��cis� which also �n-
compass�s a n�mb�� of lif� skills
which s�an� �h�m in v��y �oo�
s��a� fo� �h� f�����.
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inspiring learning

To arrange a visit to the School, contact
the Registrar on 01738 842056 or
registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk
Glenalmond College, Perth PH1 3RY

Book now for our
Taster Day
17 September

www.glenalmondcollege.co.ukScottish charity number SC006123

W: www.stleonards-fife.org T: 01334 472126 E: info@stleonards-fife.org

Registered Scottish Charity SCO10904

A top quality boarding and day school in the heart of

idyllic St Andrews for 4-19 year old boys and girls.

Friendly atmosphere, passionate teaching,

inspired learning, beautiful campus.

Open Morning:

9.30am, Friday 30 September

Strong links with St Andrews University.

The only school in Scotland to focus 100% on the

International Baccalaureate Diploma after completion

of GCSEs.

Record exam results: Average 2011 IB Diploma score

of 34, equivalent to 479 UCAS points.

Huge range of co-curricular activities.

Home or away at weekends:

Weekly boarding available.
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Individuals at
the heart of the
boy/girl debate

Whether you favour single-sex education, a fully co-ed system, or a mixture of the two, the choice is available, says Joan McFadden

When d�cidi�g o� mix�d or si�gl�-
s�x sc�ools, t�� i�dividual rat��r
t�a� t�� pri�cipl�s s�ould b� at t��
��art of t�� d�cisio�. Advocat�s of

bot� syst�ms t��d to b� passio�at� o� t�� subj�ct, a�d
t��r� is pl��ty of r�s�arc� to support bot� vi�ws.
Si�gl� s�x support�rs claim t�at boys a�d girls l�ar� dif-

f�r��tly a�d t�at t��s� diff�r��c�s ca� b�st b� r�spo�d�d
to by diff�r��tiati�g t��ir i�structio� a�d l�ar�i�g ��-
viro�m��t, t�at co-�ducatio� ��courag�s g��d�r st�r�-
otyp�s, a�d t�at t�ac��rs may tr�at girls diff�r��tly from
boys i� mat�s, sci��c�, a�d comput�r-r�lat�d class�s, giv-
i�g t��m l�ss att��tio� a�d f�w�r l�ar�i�g opportu�iti�s.
Som� studi�s �av� s�ow� t�at bot� mal� a�d f�mal�
stud��ts w�o �av� b��� �ducat�d i� si�gl� s�x ��viro�-
m��ts �av� a stro�g�r pr�f�r��c� for subj�cts t�at ar�
st�r�otypically alig��d wit� t�� opposit� s�x. Si�c�
girls matur� �arli�r t�a� boys, i� a class by t��m-
s�lv�s t��y may f��l r�li�v�d �ot to b� subj�ct to
social pr�ssur�s a�d ar� fr�� to co�c��trat� o�
l�ar�i�g i�st�ad.
O� t�� ot��r �a�d, co-�ducatio� ca� giv�
stud��ts t�� opportu�ity to l�ar� from �ac�
ot��r’s approac��s a�d u�d�rsta�d �ow
to collaborat�, bri�gi�g diff�r��t styl�s to
b�ar i� worki�g for commo� goals. Co-
�ducatio�al sc�ools ar� microcosms of
soci�ty, providi�g a� ��viro�m��t i�
w�ic� g��d�r diff�r��c�s com� to b�
u�d�rstood, b�tt�r pr�pari�g stud��ts
for lif�.
Ultimat�ly, t�� b�st sc�ool is t��
o�� t�at is a goodmatc� for a partic-
ular c�ild at a particular tim� i� �is
or ��r lif�, w�ic� is t�� pri�cipl�
erski�� St�wart M�lvill� Sc�ools
ad��r�s to, wit� t��ir diamo�d
structur� approac� to l�ar�i�g.
From ag� 3 to 12, c�ildr�� ar�
�ducat�d tog�t��r i� t�� Mary
erski�� a�d St�wart’s M�lvill�

Ju�ior Sc�ool. I� adol�sc��c� t�� sc�ool follows t�� b�li�f
t�at t��ir l�ar�i�g styl�s diff�r a�d t��y ���d t�� c�a�c�
to d�v�lop t��ir i�dividual tal��ts, so girls go i�to t��
Mary erski�� Sc�ool a�d boys i�to St�wart M�lvill�’s Col-
l�g� u�til ag� 17, w��� t��y com� tog�t��r agai� for 6t�
form i� t�� co-�ducatio�al erski�� St�wart’s M�lvill�. “T��
�ducatio� w� off�r is focus�d to ��sur� t�at �ac� boy a�d
girl �as t�� opportu�ity to discov�r �is or ��r tal��ts,” �x-
plai�s Pri�cipal David Gray.
Ma�y origi�ally si�gl� s�x sc�ools �ow op�� t��ir

doors to t�� opposit� s�x or m�rg� wit� ot��r sc�ools to
provid� t�at �xp�ri��c�, but t�at is �ot a� issu� wit� Dol-
lar Acad�my, w�ic� is t�oug�t to b� t�� old�st co-�duca-
tio�al boardi�g sc�ool i� t�� world a�d �ow s��ks to
combi�� traditio�al valu�s wit�mod�r� faciliti�s.
educati�g boys a�d girls tog�t��r �as always b���

part of t�� �t�os of t�� sc�ool, r�plicati�g w�at it
s��s as t�� �orm bot� at �om� a�d i� t�� work-
plac�. “Dollar Acad�my �as always b��� a popular
c�oic� for Scottis� par��ts, a�d part of t�� r�a-
so� for t�is is t�at w� u�d�rsta�d w�at famili�s
�op� to ac�i�v� from a boardi�g sc�ool �xp�-
ri��c�,” says R�ctor David K�apma� “exc�ll��t
t�ac�i�g a�d a positiv� l�ar�i�g ��viro�m��t
ar� importa�t i� c�oosi�g a c�ild’s �ducatio�,
but it is oft�� about so muc� mor�. I� t�rms
of boardi�g accommodatio�, today’s par��ts
�av� �ig� sta�dards a�d w� agr�� t�at t��y
s�ould �xp�ct �xc�ll��c�. To ��sur� a g��u-
i�� family atmosp��r� w� d�lib�rat�ly k��p
�umb�rs i� �ac� �ous� quit� low. Our �m-
p�asis is o� quality of �xp�ri��c� rat��r
t�a� siz�.”
Sc�ools w�ic� favour si�gl� s�x �duca-

tio� t��d to �mp�asis� t�at t�is is about
�ducatio�, rat��r t�a� socialisi�g, a�d
aim to provid� a bala�c� by ��suri�g
t��ymai�tai� stro�g li�kswit� ot��r
sc�ools a�d activiti�s w�ic� off�r a
mix�d ��viro�m��t i� �xtra-cur-
ricular activiti�s.
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THEcurriculum choices offered by
Scotland’s independent schools
depend to a great degree on
which form of further education

pupils are being prepared for. It follows
that schools trying to qualify pupils
for Scottish universities and colleges
will follow the Scottish Qualifications
Authority syllabus in Scotland and put
their charges through Highers and
Advanced Highers. Those trying to
dispatch pupils to Oxford, Cambridge
and other institutions in England
usually go down the A-level route. Some
schools have taken up the International
Baccalaureate, while other schools have
a singular curriculum that might be
described as outwith the norm.
One thing which independent

schools do not like is league tables of
exam results. When so many different
schools follow so many different paths,
comparisons are often impossible and
certainly notmeaningful.
It is worth noting, however, that

official figures from the independent
schools and the SQA show that pupils in
schools which are members of the Scot-
tish Council of Independent Schools
recorded improvement in pass rates in
2011 for the third year running.
In Advanced Highers, for instance,

independent schools have seen a 20
per cent increase
in the number of
A grades, while in
mainstream inde-
pendent schools,
more than half of
all S5 Higher en-
tries were awarded
the top grade – a
significant factor
now that universities more and more
insist on better grades.
The Scottish school with arguably the

most different curriculum is the Edin-
burgh Steiner School, which celebrated
one of the highest A-C Higher pass rates
in Scotland last month – an impres-
sive 95.7 per cent. In keeping with the
Steiner Waldorf curriculum, the
Edinburgh school does not select on
the basis of academic ability, but offers
all its pupils the opportunity to sit
nationally-recognised qualifications.
Alistair Pugh, upper school teacher

and a member of the school’s man-
agement team, explains what sets the
school apart from other independent
schools in Scotland. He says: “Our edu-
cation differs from other schools from
the moment our pupils join us at the
age of three-and-a-half. Unlike other
schools in Scotland, but in line with
the rest of Europe, we delay the start of
formal education until the age of six or
even seven.
Our pupils spend longer in our kin-

dergarten where they learn through
stimulating play and imitation. Numer-
acy skills are built as they weigh and
measure the ingredients to bake their
snack while language skills are support-
ed through stories, plays and songs.
“Imagination is nurtured through

the use of unformed toys and physical
agility built through extensive outdoor
play. Their years in kindergarten enable
them to develop a strong and secure
base on which later skills can grow.
When they do start in Class 1, we find
our pupils are responsive, willing and
ready to learn.
“Steiner schools provide an educa-

tional environment where the young
child’s innate curiosity and ability to
learn can be strengthened. Our ap-
proach has a long and well respected
track record that shows that high-qual-
ity, but non-academic, early years educa-
tion lays the foundations for good social
and academic skills as well as a passion
for life-long learning.”
Perhaps controversially, the Steiner

School limits the amount of screen ex-
posure – television or computer moni-
tor – its pupils receive. Pugh says: “We
recognise that a limited use of televi-
sion can enhance the learning experi-
ence for older pupils and we introduce
ICT courses in our Upper School which
allow our pupils to quickly reach the
level of computer literacy shown by
their peers in other schools. However,
we recommend that screen exposure
for pupils under the age of 14 is kept to
a minimum and is absent entirely for
those aged under seven.”

Another dif-
ference at the
Steiner School
is the “Main Les-
son” programme
taught from Class
1 upwards and fea-
turing a range of
non-mainstream
subjects. Pugh says:

“While we teach the exam curriculum
like other schools, we expand on this
through Main Lessons, a technique
which is only used in Steiner Schools.
Main Lessons are topic blocks which
are taught for up to two hours each day
over a four-week period.
“While pupils at other schools be-

come increasingly specialised as they
move towards their final year, our pu-
pils continue with the Main Lesson pro-
gramme throughout their education.”
Some schools and colleges in

Scotland prefer the GCSE and A-level
syllabus, and they are also recording
better results. At Glenalmond College,
for example, academic results in A-level
exams continued to rise in 2011, with a
48 per cent increase in the proportion
of A* grades attained by Glenalmond
pupils.
Glenalmond says its results are

particularly remarkable because they
reflect the outstanding performance
of the entire year group, the College
ensuring that all of its pupils are strong
enough to be entered for the demand-
ing A-level qualifications.
Many schools are looking to a broad-

er or different curriculum to attract
pupils. St Leonards School in St Andrew
in Fife, for instance, is the first school
in Scotland to offer only the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma to its
students in the Upper Sixth Form (S6).
This all-IB approach has produced

record results in the latest S6 who
scored a record average of 34 points,
equivalent to more than five Scottish
Higher As and 479 UCAS points.
The IB Diploma is widely seen as

the ideal preparation for university,
with the curriculum including six sub-
jects from groupings which ensure a
breadth of education, a fully-researched
4,000- word extended essay, a theory
of knowledge course and 150 hours of
creativity, action and service.
More than 20 per cent of the 52 St

Leonards pupils achieved theminimum
entrance requirements for Oxford and
Cambridge Universities of 38 points,
and almost one third of the group – the
fourth from St Leonards to complete
the highly regarded two year qualifi-
cation – also gained Bilingual Diplo-
mas, indicating fluency in at least two
languages.
Pupil Michael Overend from St An-

drews scored 39 points and is now set to
study Medicine at Dundee. He says: “The
IB was challenging but it teaches you
to think outside the box compared to
other exams. I think it definitely helped
with university entry.”
Many independent schools have a

community awareness or international
relations element in their curriculum.
Pupils at Albyn in Aberdeen recently
trekked across the plains of northern
Tanzania to lay the foundations for a
5,000-litre water tank and kitchen for
the village of Ndatu.
All Albyn pupils are involved with

fundraising and charitable work for
local, national and international causes,
while academically the school has in-
troduced new subjects including High-
er PE, Higher Spanish, Higher Drama
and Design and Technology to comple-
ment the broad array of arts, science

and social science subjects taught up to
Advanced Higher level.
It will be difficult to top the curricu-

lum item offered to a pupil at Lathal-
lan School – Outer Space. Head girl
Beth Woodford, 16, took part in a Space
Camp at the University of Leicester. A
week of lectures and workshops on
everything from astronomy to human
spaceflight saw Beth in the vertical
wind tunnel at the Airkix facility, which
simulates weightlessness.
A Lathallan girl to be the first

Scotswoman in space? Why not? It
could soon be part of the curriculum.
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Edinburgh Steiner School

Admissions all year round

Proud to announce

96% Grade A - C Higher Pass Rate

50% of Candidates Achieved 5 Grade A’s

JOIN US FOR A SCHOOL TOUR
(Covering Kindergarten through to 18 years)

FRIDAY OCTOBER 7TH

Tel: 0131 337 3410 • www.edinburghsteinerschool.org.uk

Edinburgh Steiner School is a charity registered in Scotland (SC 002109)

Subject choice
is tailored for
a perfect fit

The route to academic excellence varies from
school to school, but the end result – fulfilling
potential – is the same, writesMartin Hannan

SOCIAL media is here to stay.
Themajority of schools now em-
brace that concept to provide a
safe social network for pupils to
produce internet radio, podcasts
and videos. Teachers and parents

can easily support children and
check content, while recognis-
ing that digital literacy requires
new skills and social-media ex-
periences which are constantly
developing. Rather than fearing
the constantly changing face of
IT, current policy aims to devel-
op skills and ensure teachers use

social media for to educate and
establish strong school commu-
nities and a sense of belonging.
Effective social media in

schools is safe and controlled,
which means staff can set limits
onwho can access it while teach-
ing pupils how to upload video,
podcasts, pictures, text and blogs
as well as giving them their own
web pages to showcase work.
Keeping abreast of develop-
ments and using it effectively,
rather than being left behind by
technology, benefits everyone.
“We set up a Facebook page just
over a year ago,” says Dr Michael

Carslaw, headmaster of the St
Andrews school. “It’s a way for
people to find out about the
school and get in touch with us.
For instance, it’s a great way for
our former pupils to stay con-
nected with St Leonards and for
parents to keep in touch with
news from across the school
and for prospective pupils it also
offers a window into life at St
Leonards. We still use other for-
mal means of communication
for more important matters but
we realise that in today’s world,
Facebook is often people’s first
port of call for information.”

Facing up to – and not
fearing – Facebook
JOAN MCFADDEN

“Whensomanydifferent
schoolsfollowdifferent
paths,comparisonsare
oftenimpossibleand

certainlynotmeaningful”
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Gordo�stou�’s Sp�inGAwAkeninG

r�c��v�d a 5* r�v��� at th�s y�ar’s Fr��g�

���������	�
Fully co-�ducat�o�al board��g for ag�s 8-18
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20 & 21 January 2012
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DRAMA and music play an
important part in independent
schools. Nowhere is this more
true than at St Mary’s Music
School in Edinburgh, which is
Scotland’s independentspecialist
music school, offeringmusic and
academic education to young
musicians aged nine to 19.
It is one of nine Made (Music

and Dance Excellence) schools
throughout the UK, all of which
are committed to the highest
teaching standards in music and
dance, alongside an excellent
education.
St Mary’s Preparatory School

in the Scottish Borders also has
a strong interest in drama and
music, with drama productions
and musical recitals held
regularly. These encompass a
wide variety of performances
allowing the children to gain
confidence and self esteem and
music is positively encouraged
with a wide choice of
instrumental tuition available.
Kilgraston School for Girls

in Perthshire has a very strong
drama department which is
an important, popular and
rewarding aspect of school life
as well as featuring as part of
the curriculum. Participating
in drama activities is especially
beneficial for developing
communication and teamwork
skills, while at the same time
providing the girls with an
enormous amount of fun.
The impressive and varied

productions take place in the
school’s new state-of-the-art
theatre and attract not only

parents and friends, but also a
wider audience drawn from the
locality. Private Lamda (London
Academy of Music and Dramatic
Art) classes leading towards
examinations and awards offer
another popular choice for
pupils at Kilgraston who wish to
further their interest.
Loretto School just outside

Edinburgh has music, drama
and art at the centre of life
with a strong reputation
in instrumental and choral

Music practise at
St Mary’s Music
School Picture: Ian
Rutherford

JESSICA FRASER

Pupils add another string to their bow

music going back to Loretto’s
foundation in 1827.
More than 60 per cent of

pupils take individual music
lessons and the choirs have
made anumber of CD recordings
and had considerable success in
national music competitions,
while its pipe band competes
successfully at a national level.
A broad fine art curriculum
is offered to pupils at GCSE
and A-Level with strong art
examination results, and regular

entries to national and local art
competitions.
Drama is heavily supported

by the Douglas Hutchison Fund
and plays an important role in
life at Loretto and most pupils
have opportunities to perform
on stage. Drama and Theatre
Studies are taught for GCSE, AS
and A2 curriculums with very
strong results and dancing is also
very popular with many pupils
participating in Highland, hip
hop and jazz dancing.

Curriculum choice reflects
how a school prepares
its pupils for university;
Glenalmond, below,
champions A-Levels
Picture: Getty Images

Case Study PatrickShannon

Breadthandbalance

PATRICK Shannon can
undoubtedly consider
his schooling a success,
especially when he
graduated top of his class
at Napier University in
2005 with a 1st Class
Honours degree in Applied
Physics and Electronics.
That lead to his current
post as technical director
for a sensor design and
manufacturing company,
SST Sensing, but there are
other areas in his life which
he believes were shaped by
the 12 years he spent at the
Edinburgh Steiner School.
Patrick met his wife-to-be

Pauline there when he was
13. They now have three
young children. Patrick
credits the school with
giving them the confidence
and grounding to set
up their own succesful
smallholding close to Biggar,
though neither had previous
experience raising livestock.
“I think the balance of
education at the school
was a great benefit and
the broad grounding has
stayed with both of us,” he
explains.
“While I was always going
to be strongly biased to the
sciences, the more artistic
subjects were beneficial,
as were the crafts like
woodwork, which I loved and
still do. I found a mallet I
made for my first woodwork
project in our potting shed
recently and I’m still proud
of it – I carved it from a solid
piece of wood.”
The language programme

means he can still
confidently practise German
with customers at work
and he also extols the Main
Lesson system (where
the whole class studies a
subject together) for giving
him a wide exposure of
subjects he might otherwise
have paid little attention
to, such as history of art
and philosophy, as well as a
good grounding in subjects
he later studied at much
higher levels.
“I can still remember

the details of Mr Reynold’s
excellent trigonometry
Main Lesson which stood
me in good stead when the
hard stuff came along at
university and another thing
I got from the school was a
confidence in my abilities
and the willingness to try
new things.
“I think the education

provided me with a certain
maturity in both my
outlook and my demeanour.
When I started my career
in engineering, people
automatically assumed
I was older and more
experienced than I was,
so they gave me greater
responsibility. This
was very good from the
perspective of rapidly
gaining experience and did
my career no harm at all.”
His only regret is that

they live too far away from
a Steiner School for their
children to attend, but they
aim to apply the principles
which shaped them to their
own parenting.
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ThesubjecT of �oardi�g ���ool�
t��d� to �li�it a pa��io�at� r�-
�po���, t�o�g� �ot� fa�� a�d
�riti�� agr�� t�at t�� ��illy, �ra�-

i�g imag� �o oft�� a��o�iat�d wit� t��
�y�t�m �ow ��lo�g� firmly i� t�� pa�t.
It may �ot �� q�it� a� magi�al a�

harry Pott�r, ��t t��r� �a� �� ma
or
����fit� i� �oardi�g. c�ildr�� w�o��
par��t� ar� i� t�� ��rvi��� or i� �o�-
�ta�tly-��a�gi�g 
o�� �a� ��� �oardi�g
a� a m��� mor� app�ali�g pro�p��t
t�a� movi�g ���ool� �v�ry �o�pl� of
y�ar�; t�o�� wit� a parti��lar pa��io�
for m��i� or �port �a� fi�d a� ��p��ially
��rt�ri�g atmo�p��r� for t��ir �kill�;
a�d a �imilar fo��� o� �tr��t�r�d �t�dy
�a� �� v�ry ���f�l i� a�ad�mi� a��i�v�-
m��t�.
Par��t� oft�� fi�d t�� ��paratio� far

�ard�r to ��ar t�a� t�� ��ildr��, ��p�-
�ially �i��� �oardi�g ���ool� �ow work
�xtr�m�ly �ard to mak� t�� tra��itio�
from �om� to ���ool a� �moot� a� po�-
�i�l�, a�k�owl�dgi�g t�at �om��i�k
p�pil� ���d to �� �ff��tiv�ly ��pport�d
rat��r t�a� l�ft to g�t o� wit� it.
Yo��g�r ��ildr�� oft�� �av� t��

�omfort of ��ari�g a larg� ��droom
wit� ot��r� ��t �av� t��ir ow� privat�
�pa�� a� w�ll, w�il� a ��ddy �y�t�m pro-
vid�� �ompa�io���ip a�d ��lp� t��m
to ��ttl� i�. A ���y lif� i� a�d o�t of t��
�la��room ���o�rag�� p�pil� to ��
oy
�v�ryt�i�g ���ool lif� �a� to off�r, wit�
“�o���par��t�” �ormally i� ov�rall
��arg�, providi�g appropriat� pa�toral
�ar� w�i�� i� ��pport�d �y �a�y, r�g�lar
�o�ta�t wit� par��t�.

A����� to ���ool �taff a�d fa�iliti��
aft�r t�� ���ool day i� a ma
or ����fit
for �oardi�g p�pil�, a�d �om�work
for yo��g�r p�pil� i� ��p�rvi��d, w�il�
�l��� a�d a�tiviti�� off�r opport��i-
ti�� to di��ov�r a�d ��rt�r� tal��t� or
�xplor� o���patio�� t�at may �� lif�-
��a�gi�g.
T�� �xt��d�d day giv�� ��ildr�� t��

tim� a�d opport��ity to try �om�t�i�g
diff�r��t, or p�r��� a� ��ta�li���d i�-
t�r��t, w�il� ma�y �oardi�g ���ool�
off�r ��p�r� fa�iliti�� w�i�� ar� gr�atly
appr��iat�d �y ��ildr�� w�o liv� a di�-
ta��� from ���ool. boardi�g i� �ixt�
form �a� al�o �� t�� p�rf��t pr�para-
tio� for ��iv�r�ity lif�, a� t���ag�r� ��-
�om�mor� i�d�p��d��t a�d tak�mor�
r��po��i�ility for daily lif� a�d �t�dy.
som� �oardi�g ���ool� off�r w��kly

a�d mo�t�ly �oardi�g, ��t ot��r�
mai�tai� t�at t�� k�y to ������� li�� i�
mai�tai�i�g a� f�ll a �oardi�g �t�o�
a� po��i�l�. “At Gordo��to�� w� �av�
ma�ag�d to do t�i�, d��pit� t�� fa�t t�at
mo�t ot��r ���ool� ar� ��a�gi�g t��
�mp�a�i� from f�ll �oardi�g to w��kly/
fl�xi a�d day,” �ay� t�� pri��ipal simo�
R�id.
“Ov�r 90 p�r ���t of o�r �t�d��t�

i� t�� ���ior ���ool ar� f�ll �oard�r�
a�d a t�ird of t��m ar� i�t�r�atio�al,
r�pr����ti�g 40 �atio�aliti��. W� do
�ot off�r w��kly �oardi�g at all i� t��
���ior ���ool i� ord�r to mai�tai� t�i�
�t�o�. A� a r���lt w� ar� a�l� to off�r a

f�ll programm� of a�tiviti�� ov�r t��
w��k��d� w�i�� all �t�d��t� tak� part
i� – t�� �mall gro�p of day �t�d��t� �a�
opt i�to t���� a�dmo�t do.
“O�r par��t� appr��iat� t��ir �o��

a�d da�g�t�r� ar� g���i��ly ���y d�r-
i�g w��k��d� a�d at tim�� w��� t��y
ar� �ot i� t�� �la��room.W��av� fo��d
t�at �y �ti�ki�g to t�i� �t�o� of a f�ll-
�oardi�g ��viro�m��t w� �av� ma�-
ag�d to mai�tai� o�r ���ool roll – i�
fa�t w� ar� a�o�t to �tart t�� ��w ���ool
y�ar wit� o�r �ig���t �v�r i�tak�.”

st L�o�ard� i� st A�dr�w� �a�
poi�t wit� �om� 
��tifi�atio� to
it� wid� ra�g� of �xtra-��rri��lar
a�tiviti��, i��l�di�g golf, r�g�y,
la�ro���, t���i�, �ri�k�t, �o�k�y,
�all�t, �����, s�otti�� co��try Da��-
i�g, Yo��g e�t�rpri��, art, vario��
m��i� �a�d� a�d i��tr�m��t�, drama,

�do, �r�ativ� writi�g a�d t�� D�k� of
edi���rg� award�.
“O�r �oardi�g �t�d��t� r�ally

�xp�ri���� t�� ���t of st L�o�ard�,”
�ay� ��adma�t�r Dr Mi��a�l car�law.

“O�r day p�pil� a�d w��kly �oard�r�
��rtai�ly do�’t mi�� o�t, ��t f�ll-tim�
�oard�r� g�t t�� ��a��� to liv� f�ll-tim�
i� t�� i��piri�g tow� of st A�dr�w�.
T�� �t�d��t� fr�q���tly �omm��t o�
t�� fri��dly atmo�p��r� i� o�r t�r��
�oardi�g �o���� a�d of �ow t��y �av�
mad� fri��d� for lif�.
“All of o�r �t�d��t� ar� ���o�rag�d

to mak� t�� mo�t of t�� wo�d�rf�l
opport��iti�� t��y �av�, ��t o�r
�oard�r� �av� t�� gr�at��t ��a��� to
do �o.”

Full board and lodging
for the old-school life

The typical chill image of boarding school life is a thing of the past, and their benefits are greater than ever, says Joan McFadden

“Homesick pupils are
effectively supported
rather than just left
to get onwith it”

At Gordonstoun,
over 90 per cent
of senior school
pupils are full
boarders, a third
from overseas

More than just a sporting chance for independent school pupils
JESSICA FRASER

InDePenDenT ���ool� t��d to
tak� t��ir �port v�ry ��rio��ly
i�d��d. T��y typi�ally off�r a
wid� ra�g� of �porti�g a�tivi-
ti�� a�d oft�� �oa�t �x��ll��t
fa�iliti��, wit� �om� �oa�ti�g
t��ir ow� golf �o�r���, �wim-
mi�g pool� a�d a����� to �q���-
tria� a�tiviti��.
Ma�y of t�� uK’� o�t�ta�di�g

i�t�r�atio�al �port� �tar� l�ar��d
t��ir �kill� a�d w�r� ���o�rag�d
to aim for t�� top w�il� at a� i�-

d�p��d��t ���ool. som� ���ool�
off�r ���olar��ip� or ��r�ari��
to tal��t�d yo��g �port� p�opl�
a� w�ll a� a tim�ta�l� fa�ilitati�g
maxim�m pra�ti�� a�d �omp�t-
i�g opport��iti�� i� t��ir ��o-
��� fi�ld.
Irr��p��tiv� of t��ir a�ility

l�v�l, �v�ryo�� i� ���o�rag�d
to tak� part i� �port a�d ��
oy
t�� ����fit� of t�amwork,
r�g�lar �x�r�i�� a�d p�r�o�al
d�v�lopm��t, a� w�ll a� t��
t�rill of �omp�ti�g agai��t
ot��r ���ool� i� a wid� ra�g� of
�v��t�.

I�divid�al �v��t� ���� a�
at�l�ti�� ar� al�o giv�� t��
att��tio� ���d�d to ��p-
port �ommitm��t a�d a�il-
ity, wit� ma�y f��-payi�g
���ool� �oa�ti�g p�pil� w�o
�av� �omp�t�d �ot 
��t
�atio�ally ��t i�t�r�atio�ally.
st A�dr�w� r����tly al�o �aw

a magi�al �porti�g �v��t, wit�
st L�o�ard� s��ool �tagi�g w�at
i� ��li�v�d to �� t�� fir�t �v�r
orga�i��d q�iddit�� gam� to ��
��ld i� s�otla�d a� �room�ti�k�,
��it���� a�d �l�dg�r� took ov�r
t�� fi�ld.

T�am� from st L�o�ard�,
edi���rg� u�iv�r�ity a�d Waid
A�ad�my �o�t��t�d t�� harry
Pott�r-i��pir�d �v��t o� t��
���ool playi�g fi�ld� for t��
Wi�g� of hop� ��arity A��i�v�-
m��t Award, w�i�� ��all��g��
�t�d��t� to �om� �p wit� �r�a-
tiv� way� of rai�i�g mo��y for
t�� �d��atio� of poor a�d
orp�a��d ��ildr�� i� t�� d�v�l-
opi�g world.
st L�o�ard� t��� mad� �port-

i�g �i�tory for t�� ���o�d tim�,
a� it wa� al�o t�� v���� for t��
fir�t �v�r girl�’ la�ro���mat��.

Harry Potter
inspired a unique
game of quidditch
at St Leonards in
St Andrews


